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PRE-BIRTH PLANNING PILOT 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.12 pm]: I rise to update the house on the 
important work that the McGowan government is doing to create better outcomes for vulnerable children and 
families. Through the pre-birth planning pilot, the Department of Communities is empowering families to promote 
the safety, wellbeing and health of their unborn infant and, where possible, prevent their infant from entering care 
at birth. This pilot is the only initiative in Australia to feature a bilateral agreement with allied health services. It 
aims to bring families together with their safety network, child protection workers and involved professionals from 
King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women and Fiona Stanley Hospital to plan for a baby’s safety once born. Since 
the commencement of the pilot, there has been a marked decrease in the number of infants entering care at birth at 
King Edward Memorial Hospital. Significantly, there has been a 52 per cent decrease in the number of newborn 
infants entering care at King Edward Memorial Hospital and a 54 per cent decrease in the number of Aboriginal 
newborn infants entering care at King Edward Memorial Hospital. 

Feedback from stakeholders has been overwhelmingly positive regarding the increased participation by families 
in the process, the skill of the independent facilitators in promoting family empowerment, accountability for 
professionals and family-led plans supporting children to remain at home with their family after birth. Another key 
focus is to further enhance the cultural safety of families participating in pre-birth planning meetings, particularly 
Aboriginal families. The pilot team is closely supported by an Aboriginal practice leader, who provides cultural 
advice and support to facilitators to promote culturally safe engagement. 

Through record investment in early intervention and family support services such as this pilot, we have seen the first 
reduction in the number of children going into care in more than two decades. Significantly, we have also seen the 
first reduction in the number of Aboriginal children in care since 1996. Although there is still more work to be done, 
I welcome these results from our reforms and investment. I am proud to be part of a government that has a genuine 
commitment to working in partnership to deliver better outcomes for vulnerable children and their families. These 
results speak for themselves. 
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